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PALM BEACH COUNTY COMMISSION ON ETHICS 

• Background

This matter came to the attention of the Palm Beach County Commission on Ethics (COE) through 
a sworn complaint received from Anthony L. Pizzarelli (Complainant).     

This complaint alleges that Dave Aronberg (Respondent), who is an employee of the State of 
Florida serving as the State Attorney for the 15th Judicial Circuit, acted in violation of the Palm 
Beach County Code of Ethics (Code). Complainant filed sworn complaints against multiple people; 
however, with the exception of the named respondent on the actual complaint form, each 
allegation contained exactly the same documentation.  

• Analysis

Chapter 2, Article V, Division 8, Section 2-254 of the Palm Beach County Commission on Ethics 
Ordinance states in relevant part, “The jurisdiction of the commission on ethics shall extend to 
any person required to comply with the county code of ethics.” The COE has jurisdiction over all 
county and municipal officials, employees and advisory board members individually. The COE 
does not have jurisdiction over independent constitutional offices, including the State Attorney. 

• Recommendation

Because of a lack of personal jurisdiction over the Respondent, there is NO LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 
for an investigation. Therefore, the complaint against Respondent, Dave Aronberg, should be 
dismissed. 

BY:  ______________________________  __________________ 
Christie E. Kelley, Executive Director Date  
Florida Bar No. 72565 
PBC Commission on Ethics  
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